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2008 BIPLANE (&  ANTIQUE CLASSIC) RALLY At GENESEO 
 

Since the ÒBiplane RallyÓ started in 2000 as part of the Geneseo Airshow, now called ÒThe Greatest Show on 
Turf,Ó it has gotten bigger and better each year. The original concept started in the Millennium year as a theme 
for the Airshow. The idea was to get the type of airplanes that have been around for the last 100 years and give 
the ÒHistory of FlightÓ Airshow real meaning. Since it was biplanes that have been around in every decade of 
the 1900s, the ÒBiplane RallyÓ began as part of the 1941 Historical Aircraft GroupÕs traditional Warbird show. 

The 1908 Curtiss ÒSilver DartÓ was borrowed from the Glenn Curtiss Museum in Hammondsport, NY to 
represent the earliest decade. The Great War Flying MuseumÕs WWI aircraft came to cover the First World War 
years; and Fleets, WACOÕs, Stampes, Great Lakes, Travel Airs etc. supported the ÒGolden Age of Aviation,Ó 
the 1920s and Ô30s. Since Geneseo has always been a Warbird show, the trainers of the 1940s, both Allied and 
American, were featured. These were the de Havilland DH82 ÒTiger MothsÓ used by the British and Canadians 
and of course the Stearmans used by the USAAF and US Navy. For the 1950s there were three Russian 
Antonov AN-2s on the field and more modern aerobatic planes (like the Pitts and Christian Eagles) and the 
EAA home-builts that took us from the 1960s to the 1990s. The Fairey Swordfish has also shown up on several 
occasions. 

There was quite a big turnout of biplanes that year and it was good to see the return of Geneseo regulars as 
well as witness the formation of new friendships with pilots who were never there before. That first show got 
the ball rolling and since then the biplane attendance seems to increase each year. Some people have even 
referred to Geneseo as the Bartlesville or Galesburg of the East Coast. 

By 2006 the attendance for ÒOlde Aerodrome DaysÓ exceeded all expectations and was practically an event 
of its own.  As part of the two-day Airshow the increasing number of biplanes attending each year gave them 
less time to fly during the show due to the amount of time needed to launch and recover so many aircraft during 
that models flight time.  That, plus the fact that several regular attendees came to New York from as far away as 
Washington State, California, Texas, Louisiana, Kentucky, Florida, Georgia, New Hampshire, and Maine.  
They spent more time in the air getting to Geneseo than they did at the airshow. Something needed to be done to 
show thanks for all the support these pilots have given the 1941 HAG over the years. 



That's when HAG President and Founder, Austin Wadsworth, together with Event Coordinator Frank 
Schaufler formed a special Biplane Rally Committee for the first weeklong event in 2007. 

This ninth annual event will be the second year it will start a full week before Geneseo's ÒGreatest Show on 
TurfÓ July 12-13, 2008. Officially it begins Saturday, July 5 and goes through Fridays' traditional arrival and 
registration day before segueing into the Airshow, although registration forms will be accepted from as early as 
Friday, July 4. Like last year, daily fly-outs to other member museums of the New York Aviation Alliance will 
take place as well as a re-enactment celebrating the 90th Anniversary of U.S. Air Mail. More detailed 
information will be updated on our Web site (1941hag.org) as we get closer to the event. 

PLEASE NOTE: Aircraft parking space and BOQ lodging is limited and on a first-come, first-served basis. 
If you think you are coming, SEND YOUR REGISTRATION BACK RIGHT AWAY! Please don't wait to hear 
the weather forecast the day before the show to decide to come. It's easier to cancel later. To be sure you get 
your proper Flightline credentials and Pilot Kit, all registration forms must be received by June 30, 2008. 
All BOQ dorm room reservations must be received no later than June 15, 2008. 
 

The Geneseo Airport is located in Geneseo. NY and its designator is D52 on the Detroit Sectional. 
 

All responses go to; Frank Schaufler  
251 Lawrence Rd. 

Brockport, NY, 14420 
(585) 392 - 4859,  (585) 766-9474  (Cell) 

AVGRAIRFIX@HOTMAIL.COM 
 

BIPLANE RALLY 2008 
PILOT REGISTRATION 

 
NAME (S) ___________________________________________HOME PHONE (___)____________ 
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
                  __________________________________________ WORK PHONE (___)____________ 
                  __________________________________________ 
                  __________________________________________ 
                  E-MAIL____________________________________ 
NAME OF CO-PILOT/CREW MEMBER____________________________________ 
AIRCRAFT TYPE/MODEL______________________________________________ 
N NUMBER OR C LETTERS____________________PILOTS LIC#_____________ 

 
ESTIMATED ARRIVAL DATE    �  JULY 4,    �  JULY 5,    �  JULY 6,    �  JULY 7,    �  JULY 8, 

�  JULY 9,    �  JULY 10,    �  JULY 11,    �  JULY 12,    �  JULY 13 
Will you stay for the Airshow?   -     JULY 12-13   �  YES    �  NO 

ESTIMATED DEPARTURE DATE____________________________ 
 

Would you like to participate in any of the following events? 
�  FORMATION FLYING  �  SHORT FIELD TAKE OFFS & SPOT LANDING 
�  FLOUR BOMBING  �  AEROBATICS 

 
Would you be interested in going to fly-out lunches?                     �  YES    �  NO 
How far would you be willing to travel from Geneseo?   ______________MILES 
Will you be making your own room reservations?                         �  YES    �  NO 
Would you like us to reserve a dorm room for you at our BOQ?  �  YES    �  NO 

 

All BOQ Dorm room reservations must be received no later than June 15, 2008. 


